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THE SHRF NEWSLETTER IS A QUARTERLY  PUBLICATION  DEDICATED TO KEEPING VOLUNTEERS, FRIENDS AND SPONSORS  ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SIBERIAN HUSKY RESCUE OF FLORIDA,  INC.  INFORMED ON THE NEWS, EVENTS AND GENERAL INFORMATION OF INTEREST.  ALTHOUGH 
PRECAUTIONS ARE TAKEN TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF THE PUBLISHED MATERIALS CONTAINED IN THIS NEWSLETTER , THE SIBERIAN HUSKY RES-
CUE OF FLORIDA , INC.  AND THE EDITOR CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR OPINIONS EXPRESSED OR FACTS SUPPLIED BY AUTHORS AND/OR CON-
TRIBUTORS. 
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"If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go 
where they went." Will Rogers, 1897-1935 

FROM THE SHRF BOARD 
 

Well, another year has come to a close and 
after looking back over 2009, one can only 
draw one conclusion. SHRF is one amazing 
organization. 
 
We are a loosely knit group of distantly 
scattered volunteers who somehow man-
aged to put up with each other’s foibles, 
time and distance constraints, weather, a 
bad economy, dwindling donations, em-
ployment problems, personal problems, and 
everything else that was thrown at us. We 
are a group consisting of varied back-
grounds, ages, skills, education, resources 
and political leanings. We are students, 
workers, retirees, Moms and Dads. 
 
Yet through it all we are like some indis-
tinct, indiscernible “Energizer Bunny” 
whose passion for saving Siberian Huskies 
just keeps going and going and going… We 
want all volunteers to take pride in and 
credit for our saving sixty-three - that’s 63!  
- Siberian Huskies this year. 
 
What motivates you as an individual? Our 
individual motivations may differ but in the 
end we are all subject to the charm, beauty, 
affection, energy and loyalty of that most 
astounding of God’s creatures, the dog, and 
in particular our Siberian Huskies. 
 
Most people do not readily understand this 

type of love for our canine companions. 
Sure, there are cat people and dog people 
and horse people, probably even gerbil peo-
ple but we go beyond that standard descrip-
tion. We live in packs with our Huskies, we 
share their lives, and we let them share our 
lives. 
 
This sharing is a gift that we try to bring to 
others. When we can no longer add any 
more to our own packs, we find other 
homes where we can put together Huskies 
and humans so they too can share lives. 
 
Our volunteers get a wonderful sense of 
satisfaction out of our endeavors, as well 
they should. There is a very special exam-
ple of the extraordinary things we can ac-
complish – see page 8 of the newsletter for 
“The Special Story of Bolì”. It is a heart-
warming story, appropriate for this time of 
year and, hopefully, will motivate all of us 
to continue our efforts throughout 2010. 
 
The Board wishes to extend its’ greetings to 
all for this the holiday season and let all our 
volunteers know that their efforts are truly 
appreciated.  
 
 

SHRF Board  
 
Board members can be reached at any 
time at 727-391-8934 or by e-mailing: 
board@siberrescue.com 
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SHRF  Contact Information  
 

President/Director 
board@siberrescue.com  

 
Treasurer/Director 

board@siberrescue.com  
      

Secretary/Director                                                                                                                                                
board@siberrescue.com                       

 
Adoption/Applications Director 

board@siberrescue.com  
 

Foster Director  
board@siberrescue.com  

 
Website Coordinator 

webmaster@siberrescue.com 
                

PR/Fund Raising Coordinator 
board@siberrescue.com 

 
Volunteer Coordinator/Adoption 

Contact Coordinator  
 contactus@siberrescue.com 

 
Swashbuckler Team Coordinator 

board@siberrescue.com 
 

RESCUE WEBSITE 
www.siberrescue.com 

 
RESCUE CORPORATE E-MAIL 

ADDRESS 
siberrescue@yahoo.com 

 
RESCUE PARTICIPATION 

If you are interested in becoming a      
volunteer or sponsor of the Siberian 
Husky Rescue of Florida, Inc., please 
visit the website and fill out the ap-
propriate application OR call or fax us 
anytime. 
 
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Business card size  $20  per year 
1/4 page  $5  per issue 
1/2 page  $10  per issue 
Full page  $15  per issue 
 
SUBMISSIONS 
All submissions and suggestions to 
this newsletter are encouraged and 
welcomed.  Please forward to the 
mailing address at the top of page 1 
or: events@siberrescue.com 

 
   
 

Well, we have gone an entire quarter 
and not one person has written a 
“Letter to the Editor” nor submitted an 
article for publication as they were 
invited to do in the previous newslet-
ter. I thought we had some budding 
authors out there. The invitations still 
stand. Submissions must be no later 
than March 26, 2010 for the next 
newsletter. 

Now on to other more pressing items. 
Guess what … we’re looking for a 
new logo for Siberian Husky Rescue 
of Florida and we’re going to have a 
contest to find it! 

We are just setting up the rules but the 
preliminary version stands as follows: 

The contest is for the creation of a 
new SHRF Logo so the entry must be 
a picture or illustration of one or more 
Siberian Huskies only. No humans or 
any other animals may appear. While 
it is purely my opinion and I cannot 
speak for the judges , cartoon, carica-
ture and “cutesy” pictures, e.g. dogs 
dressed in outfits, should be avoided 
as they detract from the seriousness of 
SHRF’s main business; saving dogs.  
 
The logo must also contain the organi-
zation name, fully spelled out as: Si-
berian Husky Rescue of Florida, Inc. 
and indicate the web site address as 
www.siberrescue.com in lower case 
letters. 
 
We initially feel there should be five 
Judges (to be determined later) who 
must be SHRF volunteers not on the 
Board and who do NOT have any 
contest entries. 

Submissions will start on January 1, 
2010 and the deadline will be mid-
night on February 28, 2010. 

Winner notification will be in the first 
quarter newsletter published on April 
1, 2010. 

The contest will be advertised on the 
home page of our web site, 
www.siberrescue.com and will be 
open to the general public. 
 
There can be only two entries per per-
son (per email address) and MUST be 
the original artwork of the entrant. 

All entries must be in .jpeg, .jpg 
or .gif format. Files submitted may not 
be larger than 2,048k (2Mb). Files 
should be sent to webmas-
ter@siberrescue.com who will main-
tain all pertinent entrant info and sub-
mit anonymous entries to the judges. 

By entering the contest, entrants grant 
SHRF a royalty-free, world-wide, per-
petual, non-exclusive license (with the 
unlimited right to sublicense) to dis-
play, distribute, reproduce, and create 
derivative works of the entries, in 
whole or in part, in any media now 
existing or subsequently developed, 
for any SHRF purpose, including, but 
not limited to advertising and promo-
tion of the organization and its web 
site, exhibition, and commercial prod-
ucts, including but not limited to 
SHRF publications. 

Since the contest will determine the 
new logo for SHRF there can only be 
one winner and no 2nd or 3rd places or 
runners up. Bearing in mind that we 
are a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organi-
zation, other than the “honor” of hav-
ing one’s artwork displayed promi-
nently on all SHRF’s web pages, 
clothing lines, and miscellaneous 
paraphernalia, etc. the only other prize 
will be the winner’s choice of ONE of 
any of the SHRF merchandise items 
w i t h  t h e  n e w  l o g o . 
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Editorial opinion pieces by Bob and Lorraine 
reflect the opinion of the writers only and are not 
necessarily  the opinion of  Siberian Husky Res-
cue of Florida, Inc nor its Board of Directors and 
volunteers. 

From the Editors 
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The amount of time it takes for a dog to "do its business" is directly proportional to outside temperature 
plus the suitability of the owner's outerwear. 
 
~Betsy Cañas Garmon 

Puppy Mill Tip Line 
 
Do you think there might be a puppy mill in your com-
munity? Are you a law enforcement officer who has 
“insider” knowledge of a problematic puppy mill? The 
Humane Society of the United States’ toll-free puppy mill 
tip line, 1-877-MILL-TIP, was created to encourage any-
one with any puppy mill information to contact The 
HSUS’ Wilde Puppy Mill Task Force for help. 
 
Since the task force was assembled in June 2009, Man-
ager Justin Scally assisted in the rescue of more than 
1,200 dogs and puppies from puppy mills in the first five 
months. Scally explains more in the interview below. 
 
HSUS: What do you want people to know about the tip 
line? 
 
Scally: The number is 1-877-MILL-TIP. We encourage 
anyone with solid information on potentially illegal con-
ditions at a puppy mill to call the toll-free number at any 
time. We’re here to help. 
 
HSUS: What is the Wilde Puppy Mill Task Force? 
 
Scally: The task force investigates puppy mills and works 
with law enforcement, animal shelters, and other agencies 
to develop cases, execute raids/rescues on puppy mill op-
erations, and ensure enforcement of any laws that are be-
ing broken. We provide expert guidance to local, state, 
and federal agencies in the prosecution of animal abusers 
in relation to the operation of puppy mills. Read more 
about the task force, The Wildes, and why the task force 
was created. 
 
Do you think there might be a puppy mill in your com-
munity? Let us know! Call 1-877-MILL-TIP. 
 
HSUS: How does someone join the task force? Is it vol-
unteering, or is it a paid position? 

 
Scally: The task force is currently comprised of HSUS 
staff members. However, animal advocates interested in 
helping us on rescue missions can contact our Disaster 
Services department for more information on how to be-
come a disaster responder with The HSUS. 
 
It is important to remember that you don’t have to be “on 
the front lines” of a puppy mill investigation or rescue to 
make a difference in the lives of these animals. Volun-
teers are needed every day to educate, advocate, and 
lobby for the dogs who live in horrendous conditions. 
Consumers need to know that there is often a world of 
cruelty behind the cute puppies for sale on websites, in 
pet stores, and through classified ads. 
 
HSUS: How does the task force get involved in the raids? 
Who should call? 
 
Scally: The task force receives calls for help from law 
enforcement agencies, animal control agencies, animal 
shelters, concerned citizens, and puppy buyers who may 
have witnessed inhumane conditions at a puppy mill. 
 
HSUS: What is the typical response procedure? 
 
Scally: How we respond to each case depends on the cir-
cumstances from which we receive the call for help. If a 
report comes to our organization from a concerned citi-
zen, we may initiate an investigation and present that in-
formation to law enforcement for further action. In other 
circumstances, the local law enforcement authority may 
request expert assistance which may include animal res-
cue or case-building expertise. We often assist agencies 
with evidence collection on puppy mill rescue missions to 
ensure successful prosecution of animal abuse/neglect. 
 
Call 1-877-MILL-TIP if you have information about a 
potential puppy mill in your community. 
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SHRF RESCUE VOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER!!!!…. 
SHRF is  proud to announce  our  

Volunteer of the 4th Quarter, 2009 
 

John and Belva V 
 

Both John and Belva can be described as “longstanding 
and outstanding” volunteers, willing to do whatever it 
takes to help a Siberian Husky get a new, loving home. 
 
They live in the Florida panhandle and volunteer out of 
the Northern office. In fact, they are the Northern office, 
and being so far away from the mother ship are basically 
self sufficient. They will rescue any Husky in need in 
their area and foster them in a loving home.  They assist 
with finding a new forever home and will drive hundreds 
of miles helping to transport a dog to a location where it 
is more convenient for pick up by an adoptive family or 
another volunteer when the time comes to move the dog. 
 
No job is too tough for them. They have a “can do and 
will do attitude”. John and Belva are always very willing 
to help with general adoptions and will immediately set 
to work helping with reference checks and home inspec-
tions when the adoption director is in need. Belva fre-
quently says “anything for a furball” and she really 
means it. 
 
They enjoy living with their 3 Siberian Huskies. Noah, 
Nini and Dallas. Belva says her home is full of misfit 
Huskies and she wouldn't have it any other way.  
 

Noah is a big old fur huggie and they love him to death. 
They love his sweet little face and big old round self. 
Dallas was adopted from the SHRF last year. He was 
thrown into a kill shelter at thirteen when his owner didn't 
want him anymore so John and Belva opened up their 
home and hearts to this senior boy and he is spending his 
days enjoying life, camping in their RV, travelling and 
being spoiled rotten by Belva and John. Not forgetting 
Nini , described by Belva as too grumpy to play except 
when she wants to. 
 
Belva wishes she could adopt them all but said that John 
would probably leave her. She dreams of having a big 
farm up North (fenced of course) and giving them all a 
happy life and the love they deserve. Their attitude is “if 
you are not going to take care of them don't get them to 
begin with”. 
 
“Hats off “ to John and Belva; we salute you and thank 
you for all your hard work for the Siberian Huskies. It is 
refreshing in this age, when adopters only want the young 
and the beautiful, that these loving, compassionate people 
are willing to adopt the older, less popular dogs and enjoy 
giving them 
unconditional love. There aren't too many people left in 
this world that would do that for an older Sibe. 
 
John and Belva   -  you rock! 

  
 

SHRF Board 

Pet treats recalled 
 
JAVMA News 
December 15, 2009 
  
Pet treats may be contaminated with Salmonella 
 
The Food and Drug Administration has issued an alert 
warning consumers to dispose of pig ears and beef 
hooves from Pet Carousel because of potential Salmo-
nella contamination. PetSmart recalled two Pet Carousel 
products in response to the situation. 
 
Pet Carousel distributed the potentially contaminated 
pig ears and beef hooves nationwide for sale in pet food 
and retail chain stores. The company sells pig ears under 
the brand names of Doggie Delight and Pet Carousel. 
The company sells beef hooves under the brand names 
of Choo Hooves, Dentley's, Doggie Delight, and Pet 
Carousel. 

 
In September, the FDA detected Salmonella organisms 
during routine testing of pig ears from Pet Carousel. The 
finding prompted an FDA inspection of the company's 
manufacturing facilities. Further testing detected Salmo-
nella organisms in beef hooves, pig ears, and the manu-
facturing environment. According to the FDA, Pet Car-
ousel manufactured the pig ears and beef hooves under 
conditions that facilitate cross-contamination within 
batches or lots. 
 
The FDA has not received any reports of illness in asso-
ciation with these products. 
 
PetSmart's recall of Pet Carousel products applies only 
to Dentley's Bulk Cattle Hoof, bar code 73725703323, 
and Dentley's 10 Pack Beef Hooves, bar code 
73725736055, that customers purchased between Oct. 2 
and Nov. 3. Customers can return the products to any 
PetSmart store for a complete refund or exchange. 
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Janet E and her SHRF dog Juneau greeting everybody as they come 
into Petsmart, Hillsborough Ave, Tampa. 
 
Juneau is a sweet 2 ½ yr old that was born into Rescue and has been 
a wonderful advocate for the Siberian Husky Rescue with her sweet 
gentle manners and easy going disposition. 

 
She greets everyone and all the children adore her and lie down and 
cuddle with her.  
 
 
 

Canine Christmas was held in a beautiful setting on the huge acreage of Bishop 
SPCA in Bradenton and as always our Hus-
kies were a huge hit. A couple of donations, 
in particular, to our jar were very generous 
and we want to give special thanks and rec-
ognition to those Siberian Husky lovers. We 
also made some Bradenton area “other res-
cue and media” contacts, so we hope to get 
to know those folks better.  
 

 
As we do every year, SHRF manned the Pic-
tures with Santa at Tyrone PetsMart, St Pe-
tersburg, but this time it was for three days, 
instead of the normal two. We supplied a 
photographer, Santa and Santa's Elves so that 
customers could bring their pets for holiday 
pictures with Santa .  PetsMart will donate 
part of the proceeds to SHRF for our help. 
These pictures are of adopted SHRF dogs 
that came to have their pictures taken. 

SHRF Events 4th Quarter 2009 

"Dogs are better than 
children. Even my 
friends with children say 
that. As a dog friend of 
mine likes to say, chil-
dren are for people who 
can't have dogs."  
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In Wolf's Clothing 
Nov 19, 2009 

The Economist 

 
Wolves are being blamed for damage actually 
done by dogs 
By Jorge Echegaray 
 
Lunch! 
 
FARMERS have never liked wolves. That is why wolves 
are rare where farmers are common. Fashion, though, is 
swinging round to the wolf’s point of view in many 
places where town-dwellers are even more common than 
farmers and the big, bad wolf is just a fairy tale, rather 
than a sheep-rustling reality. 
 
How much sheep-rustling actually goes on is a moot 
point—and a pertinent one when the town-dwellers are 
prepared to put their money where their sentiments are, to 
compensate farmers for the damage done by wolves. 
Such is the case in Spain, where about €1.5m ($2.3m) a 
year is paid out to farmers in compensation for damage 
those wolves are alleged to have done. During 2003 and 
2004, for example, 432 farm animals were attacked in 
154 incidents in Spain’s Basque country. Almost 95% of 
these attacks were blamed on wolves. 
 
The complicating factor is that areas to which wolves 
have returned after decades of absence are often also 
home to feral dogs, which do not usually attract compen-
sation for any damage they cause. Jorge Echegaray and 
Carles Vilà at the Doñana Biological Station in Seville 

therefore started wondering whether wolves were being 
framed for the depredations of their once-domesticated 
cousins. To find out, they collected 136 samples of faeces 
from the area of the Basque country where the reported 
wolf attacks were taking place, in order to see what was 
actually eating what. 
 
As they report in Animal Conservation, Mr Echegaray 
and Dr Vilà were able to identify 86 of the samples from 
DNA they contained. Of these only 31 were from wolves. 
A further 53 were from dogs, and two fox droppings had 
been picked up by mistake. 
 
Pulling the faeces apart to see what they contained re-
vealed that wolves seem to prefer roe deer, but also ate 
wild boar, hare and badger. Only one wolf sample had 
any sign of sheep in it. Dogs, by contrast, ate a lot of 
sheep: 14 of the dog samples contained the remains of 
these animals. 
 
Both wolves and dogs ate cattle and horses, though in 
small numbers. Mr Echegaray and Dr Vilà suspect that 
these meals were actually scavenged from the carcasses 
of beasts that had died of other causes. That is partly be-
cause both cattle and horses would be large and difficult 
prey for either a wolf or a dog, and partly because all but 
8% of reported attacks on livestock were on sheep. 
 
The faeces also enabled the two researchers to estimate 
the number of wolves in the area (the DNA samples were 
good enough to distinguish between individuals) and thus 
the cost per wolf of compensation and stock-protection 
methods, such as keeping guard dogs, undertaken by the 
local farmers. The figure came out at more than €3,000 a 
year for each wolf. 
 
They do not address the question of whether farmers 
genuinely believe wolves are doing most of the damage, 
or merely find that belief convenient because of the com-
pensation. Either way, though, it looks as if the finger of 
blame is being pointed at the wrong animal. Wolves are 
indeed big, and may sometimes be bad, but in this part of 
the world the shepherd’s worst friend is a dog. 

Dog Myths:  
Dogs eat grass when they are sick. 
 
Dogs descended from wild wolves and foxes that ate all parts of their "kill". This included the stomach con-
tents of many animals that ate berries and grass. Many scientists believe grass was once part of dog's normal 
diet and eating small amounts of grass is normal.  



DEC 2009    PAGE 7 

Altamonte Animal Clinic  
510 East Altamonte Drive 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 
(407) 834-0202 
altamonteanimalclinic@yahoo.com   
 
Amazon Animal Hospital 
5300 East Bay 
Clearwater, FL 33764 
727-535-5433 
 www.amazonanimal.com 
 
The Day and Evening Pet Clinic 
3206 Alt 19 Hwy 
Palm Harbor, FL  34683 
727-785-7200 
www.dayandeveningpetclinic.com 
 
Florida Veterinary Specialists 
3000 Busch Lake Blvd 
Tampa, FL  33614 
813-933-8944 
 
Happy Tails Grooming and Boarding 
Joanne Gibbons 
11996 Seminole Blvd 
Largo, FL  
727-397-3581 
 
Millhopper Veterinary Medical  
Center, Inc. 
4209 Northwest 37th Place 
Gainesville, Florida 32606 
352-373-8055 
 
North Bay Animal and Bird Hospital  
9801 W Hillsborough Ave 
Tampa, FL  33615 
813-885-4477 

Pet Luv Spay/Neuter Clinic 
7348 Broad Street 
Brooksville, FL  34601 
352-799-9990 
 
Shores Animal Hospital 
Dr Shores and Assoc 
3811 N.W.  13th Street 
Gainesville, FL  32609 
352-372-8387 
 
Steele Animal Hospital 
Rita Manarino, DVM, PA 
5305 Seminole Blvd 
Seminole, FL  33708 
727-398-7601 
 
Tampa Bay Veterinary Specialists 
Thomas R. Miller, DVM, MS 
1501-A Belcher Road S 
Largo, FL  33771 
727-535-3500 
 
Temple Terrace Animal and  Bird Hospital 
Link V. Welborn, DVM 
5023 Busch Blvd 
Tampa, FL   33617 
813-988-1189 
 
Underhill Animal Hospital  
Dr. Kelly Cole 
4900 Lake Underhill Rd 
Orlando, FL 32807 

 

Please recognize and  support these great professionals who help  
Siberian Husky Rescue of Florida, Inc. 

WEB SITES THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST 
 

Hero Dog Tries to Help Mortally Wounded Dog - Chile        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofpYRITtLSg 
Dog Stops Bull From Killing Man        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA9pw53WaKQ&feature=related 
Dog lifeguard             http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztZE9o6kMn0&feature=related 
Dog Nearly Dies Saving Kittens From Fire    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HKbvjg8D2A&feature=related 
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The special story of Bolì 
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"Every boy who has a dog should also have a 
mother, so the dog can be fed regularly" 
 
  - Anonymous  
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A Second Chance 
by Kathryn Randall 

 
Submitted by Freelance Writers on October 7, 2009 
 
Wearily, he wonders what will happen next. Scruffy and 
dirty, the dog crouches in the back of the crate, quiver-
ing. Fearful eyes dart back and forth as if to ward off an 
unseen enemy. The day that began as a nightmare seems 
to worsen by the minute. With a whimper, he shrinks 
back, looking for safety. 
 
Reflecting on the last few weeks, he wishes he hadn’t 
given in to the hunger that had landed him here. Turned 
out that the “nice people” weren’t so nice after all. Even-
tually, they handed him off to some other folks who kept 
him tied in a garage. At least he had been fed and warm– 
yet today, they shoved him in a cage. 
 
With a bump and sway, the cage lifts from the ground. 
Off balance, the captive scrambles and panic sets in. 
Anxious voices escalate, doors slam, and engines roar to 
life as his sensitive ears scream for relief. Soon there’s 
motion, and his stomach lurches as the cage slides back 
and forth across the seat. The scene would be almost 
comical except for the sinking sensation in the pit of his 
stomach: fear of the unknown. 
 
After a while, the vehicle stops and there is momentary 
quiet. Abruptly, the cage is hauled into the blinding 
sunlight, causing its occupant to blink. A few steps later, 
he is lowered to the ground, the door swings open, and a 
man peers in. 
 
“Hey, Buddy, come on out,” comes a soft whisper. 

 
They gaze at one another then, slowly a hand slips in 
with gentle fingers to pat the new arrival. Tension seeps 
out of the weary little body and he noticeably begins to 
relax. Craving an act of kindness, he leans forward and 
hope replaces apprehension. Inching toward the opening, 
he wonders if it is worth the risk… 
 
“Hi Buddy,” says the man, “my name is Joe. Doesn’t it 
feel good to get out of there?” 
 
Cautiously, the dog draws near and greets his benefactor 
with a tentative lick on the hand. Momentarily tensing 
when Joe scoops him up, he soon begins to calm under 
tender petting. 
 
“Don’t worry, Buddy,” Joe whispers in his ear, “We’re 
going to be friends. I know you’re scared right now – so 
was I when I first got here – but soon enough you’ll real-
ize this place isn’t so bad–for a prison.” 
 
As Buddy curls up in welcoming arms, Joe continues in 
soothing tones. 
 
“I don’t know what you’ve been through, I’m guessin’ 
much the same as me: unwanted, always scrapin’ by. 
And trust? No way. I’m a lifer, locked up forever, so I 
know what I’m talkin’ about. Trust is hard but I got yer 
back and I won’t let you down. Over the next few 
months, I’ll always be here. Then when our time is done 
and you go to yer ‘forever’ home, you’ll remember to-
day: the beginning of your second chance–something we 
all deserve….” Joe’s wistful voice trails off as he stands. 
Nodding to the guard, he heads back to his cell. Buddy 
trots along, deciding that the day couldn’t end any better.  

1st Quarter 2010 Upcoming Events 
 

3rd Saturday every month - Gulfport's Third Saturday Art Walk  
 
 
WE CAN ALWAYS USE MORE VOLUNTEERS!!! So if you can help, please call 727-391-8934 or email 
events@siberrescue.com .  If you can’t help… please come out and see us at any of these events or our recurring 
monthly events at Petco and Petsmart.  We would love to have you. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at Clearwater Harborview in September and SPCA Pet Walk in October and many 
more events as they become available.  
 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR EVENTS UPDATES!  

SHRF UPCOMING EVENTS AND FUND RAISERS 
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Home Health Exams for Your Dog 
by Gary Wilkes  

 
One of the most important aspects of proper veterinary 
care is early diagnosis of disease. Many cats and dogs 
endure pain and discomfort without the ability to tell of 
their plight. Since your pet cannot communicate di-
rectly, you must learn to watch for signs of disease and 
injury. A regular home examination is a simple and easy 
way to keep your animal healthy. 
 
A good place to start your exam is with your animal's 
head. Eyes should be bright and clear. Older pets may 
have a blue-gray haze that is a natural part of aging. 
Look for scratches or blemishes on the cornea. Another 
simple test is to shine a light into the pet's eyes and then 
move the light away. Watch for a contraction of the pu-
pil when the light appears and a corresponding expan-
sion as the light is removed. 
 
Checking your pet's ears is an important and often ne-
glected practice The ears can be a source of infection 
and infestation. Cats and dogs whose ears stand up often 
collect dust and debris as well as parasites such as ear 
mites or ticks. Cats and dogs whose ears lie flat against 
the head have their own brand of problems. If the ear 
lies flat, it is like the front flap of a purse. 
 
While this configuration prevents debris and dust from 
entering, it traps in moisture and heat. This forms a 
playground for bacteria and a lovely little condo for 
parasites. When you examine your dog's ear, try to look 
as far down into the canal as possible. If you see very 
dark "dirt" deep within the ear, your pet may be infested 
with ear mites. A trip to the vet is warranted whenever 
you suspect foreign matter in your pet's ears. 
 
The mouth is the next logical area to investigate in your 
home exam. Instead of a visual exam at first, try using 
your sense of smell. Open your pets mouth gently with 
your fingers. Place your nose close to the pet's mouth 
and breath in through your nose. A foul odor usually 
means dental neglect or some other problem. 
 

Your next observation is a visual check of the gums and 
teeth. Gums should be firm and pink. Press a spot on the 
gums and watch it closely. It should turn white as your 
pressure forces blood to recede. As release the pressure 
and remove your finger, the rosy pink color should 
quickly return. The pet's teeth should be held to the 
same standards as your own. Dark tartar and stains are 
signs of neglect. Broken or chipped teeth can be a 
source of general infection that could lead to serious 
medical problems. 
 
Moving from the head, it is a good idea to examine the 
animal's forelegs, neck and shoulders. Ticks and fleas 
can infest your animal without your knowledge in a 
very short time. Flea colonies usually are accompanied 
by small scabby areas. Fleas do not spend all their time 
on the dog or cat, so the evidence of "flea dirt" scabs 
and itching may be the only signs of infestation. Be con-
trast, ticks burrow into the skin of the animal to get at 
the animal's blood supply. They are relatively small 
when they start to feed, and then become more obvious 
as they engorge themselves on the animal's blood. They 
appear as a small flexible sack about the size of a pea. 
 
Now during the course of your home health exams pass 
your hands across the rest of the dog's body. You are 
looking for abrasions, cuts and bumps. In most cases , 
the pet's coat should be shiny. Mats and tangles that do 
not show up visually are best found during this type of 
examination. Pay close attention to the pets paws, toes 
and nails, as well as the rectal area. If your animal will 
allow it, roll it on its back and look at the chest, belly 
and groin areas too. 
 
In general, routine examinations can help to further your 
pet's health. Injuries and diseases are invariably best 
treated as soon as they are detected. To accentuate your 
ability to do this, ask your veterinarian to help you de-
velop a regular diagnostic checkup that you can per-
form. If your pet will not allow you to touch it in this 
fashion, you may need to teach the animal to stay still 
while being examined. The time and effort you spend 
teaching this behavior could save your animal's life. 
 

Inscription on the Monument of a Newfoundland Dog 
 
Near this spot are deposited the remains of one who possessed Beauty without Vanity, Strength without In-
solence, Courage without Ferocity, and all the Virtues of Man, without his Vices.  This Praise, which would 
be unmeaning Flattery if inscribed over human ashes, is but a just tribute to the Memory of Boatswain, a 
Dog.  
  
 ~George Gordon, Lord Byron 
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LUCKY ADOPTERS  
Comments from some people lucky enough to have adopted one of our SHRF dogs. 

               
 
               Dallas is such a pretty boy… 
               and I just love him to death. 
 
                 
 
 

 
 
Here’s Dallas and Nini laying 
on the dash of our motorhome.                                            

 

 

       Xena, The Most Spoiled and Loved Baby in the Universe!! 

Here’s Nyla sitting very lady like with her legs crossed.  She 
is doing wonderfully and gets along well with her Siberian 
Husky brother, Koby.  She is learning to walk better on a 
leash and getting along better with other dogs on her 
walks.  She’s a little feisty with other dogs when she is on a 
walk but we believe that it's because she plays so hard by 
trying to pull on their necks or legs that they think she is try-
ing to fight.  She does listen very well in the house and is a 
real cuddler.  We can't wait introduce her to everyone at the Husky Olympics.  

Yukon is well adjusted here.  I feel like he didn't 
need as much work as I thought he would.  He 
plays and relaxes and we walk and run him and I 
think he is just plain Happy!  Thank you for bless-
ing us with him!  I am attaching a few fun pic-
tures!  We are completely comfy here with Yuk-
yuk.. as Claire calls him.. we would like to be considered to Foster! 

I think God will have prepared everything for our perfect happiness. If it takes my dog being there [in 
Heaven], I believe he'll be there. 
 
~Rev. Billy Graham 
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My name is Chase (formerly Louie), and in February, I 
was adopted.  I was nervous at first and always slept in 
my crate.  However, my new mom and dad took me for 
car ride and signed me up for PetSmart training.  Every 
week I grew closer and closer to my new family.  I was 
able to socialize with other dogs and became relaxed 
from my surroundings.  My parents think I'm smart and 
are very proud of me for graduating from all my 
classes.  Now, I go jogging in the morning and lay around the house while Dad works.  I 
love going for the mail in the afternoon, one of my favorite activities.  When Mom gets 
home we play, go for a walk or we might go for a car ride to visit my friends.  Someday, I 
hope to have a little sister to share my loving home.  I hope all rescue dogs find a nice 

                                            home like mine.  With love, Chase. 

LUCKY ADOPTERS—Page 2 
Comments from some people lucky enough to have adopted one of our SHRF dogs. 

 

Rosco and Natasha 
(formerly Bambi), my 
two beautiful babies I 
rescued this year. They 
are doing exceptionally 
well and have brought so 
much joy into our lives. 

 
I wanted to share a recent photo of Indus (aka Indy), adopted 
back in 2002. We love her so much and she brings us so much 
joy. 
 
She lost her Sibe companion, Bandit, back in December 2008, a 
week before Christmas.  It took her some time to recover from 
that, but she's still her old crazy silly self.   
 
We are so happy to have her. 
Bernadette J 

“In order to really enjoy a dog, one doesn’t merely try to train him to 
be semi-human. The point of it is to open oneself to the possibility of 
becoming partly a dog.”  
 
- - - Edward Hoagland "Dogs and the Tug of Life" 
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Congratulations to all of 
these newly adopted dogs 
and their families!  We 
truly appreciate your love 
and devotion to our SHRF 
Sibes! 

HAPPY ENDINGS 4th Quarter 2009 
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THE DOG HOUSE...we need homes! 
PLEASE! Can you find room in your home for one of us?  We promise to  
be  good  furballs and to love you forever and ever!! 
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"The more I see of the representatives of the people, the more I admire my dogs." 
 
 Alphonse de Lamartine 

Pet Friendly - Penny Cupcakes 
From Every Day with Rachael Ray  -   June-July 2008  
 
MAKES TWO DOZEN  
 
2 very ripe bananas, mashed        2 teaspoons ground cinnamon  
1 carrot, grated, plus more for garnish    1 teaspoon ground allspice  
1 large egg             1 teaspoon ground ginger  
1/4 cup honey            1 teaspoon baking powder  
4 cups whole wheat flour        6 ounces softened cream cheese  
 
DIRECTIONS 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 350°. Grease two 12-cup muffin pans. In a large bowl, mix together the mashed 
bananas, carrot, egg and honey; stir in 3 cups water. 
2. In another large bowl, stir together the flour, cinnamon, allspice, ginger and baking powder; mix 
into the carrot mixture. 
3. Fill each muffin cup about three quarters full. Bake until firm and dry, about 45 minutes. Let cool, 
then top each cupcake with more grated carrot and smear with cream cheese.  


